City of Billings
Weekly Legislative Report
Tenth Week of the Montana Legislature
March 10, 2011

As of today, March 10th, 1051 bills have been introduced (of the 2202 bill draft requests filed). Today is
the 54th Legislative Day, of the 90 day Session. For this Report I highlight the following bills:
• HB 68, to revise the Medical Marijuana Act, introduced by Rep. Sands, is pending executive
action. HB 43, introduced by Rep. Gary MacLaren, would specify employers’ rights to test and
discharge employees related to employees use of medical marijuana. It was heard in the Senate
Business Committee on March 2nd. HB 161, introduced by the Speaker, to repeal the marijuana
initiative, passed the House, and will be heard in the Senate Business Committee on March 11th.
Another bill revising the Medical Marijuana Act which is pending action in the House is Rep.
Berry’s HB 429. SB 154, introduced by Sen. Dave Lewis, to regulate the medical marijuana
provider supply system, is pending in the Senate. The City supports bills to repeal the Medical
Marijuana Act and supports bills to regulate and control medical marijuana use.
• HB 230, introduced by Rep. Steve Gibson, would transfer the Board of Crime Control from the
Department of Justice to the Department of Corrections. This Bill passed the House 94 to 4 and
will be heard in the Senate Judiciary Committee on March 15th. The City has not yet taken a
position on this Bill.
• HB 231, introduced by Rep. Randy Brodehl, would permit cities with career paid firefighters to
have the option for a supplementary volunteer fire department. This Bill passed the House and
was heard in Senate Local Government for March 7th. The City supports this Bill.
• HB 307, introduced by Rep. Tom Burnett, would prohibit building codes from requiring
mandatory sprinkler systems primarily in single family residential housing. This Bill has passed
the Legislature and will be transmitted to the Governor. The City supports this Bill.
• HB 316 and HB 317 are companion bills, introduced by Rep. Cook (R. - Conrad), to decrease the
amount of distributions in numerous statutory appropriations, including the local government
entitlement programs, to eliminate the three-fifths vote required to reduce the amount of the
entitlement share to be distributed, and to sunset statutory appropriations at certain times. The
City opposes these Bills. A separate but related bill pending action is the $90 million general
obligation bond bill (HB 439) for state government building projects, including a new building at
MSU-B.
• HB 325, introduced by Rep. Keith Regier, would eliminate class 8 business equipment property
tax without any reimbursement to local governments. It is pending action in the House. The
City opposes this Bill.
• HB 334, introduced by Rep. Scott Reichner (R.-Big Fork), will be the primary workers
compensation bill considered to accomplish reform.
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HB 390, introduced by Rep. Margie MacDonald, to provide inspection and oversight for dog
breeding operations is pending Executive Action. The City supports this Bill.
The several TIFD bills introduced by Rep. Elsie Arntzen, HB 560, HB 561, HB 562, and HB
564, have been referred to the House Taxation Committee. The Hearings have been scheduled
for March 15th. The City will oppose these Bills.
SB 91, introduced by Sen. Taylor Brown, would allow a new city to incorporate even if it does
not have a post office (for example, Lockwood). SB 91 will be heard in House Local
Government on March 15th. It is tied to passage of HB 426 with a contingent voidness clause.
HB 426, by Rep. Gary MacClaren (R.- Victor) would require consent of large industrial facilities
(for example, oil refineries) before such properties could be included within the boundaries of a
newly incorporated city. HB 426 was heard in Senate Local Government Committee on March
7th.
SB 152, sponsored by Sen. Taylor Brown, at the request of the City, would increase penalties for
sexual assault. It passed the Senate 48 to 0 and passed the House, on March 10th, 89 to 10.
SB 251, introduced by Sen. Kaufmann (D. - Helena), was amended to prohibit texting, but not
cell phone use, while driving. The Bill was re-referred to the Senate Highways Committee and is
pending Senate action.
SB 234, introduced by Sen. Sonju (R. - Kalispell), would negatively impact the ability and cost
of cities to provide solid waste services when a private entity is providing similar services. It
will be heard in House Local Government on March 17th. The City has suggested amendments.
SB 358, introduced by Sen. Ed Buttrey, would revise urban renewal and tax increment financing
district laws, provide for creation of targeted economic development districts, and allow counties
to create urban renewal areas and economic development districts. The City has not taken a
position on this Bill.
SB 367, introduced by Sen. Vincent, would establish nutrient standards variances. It has broad
support from interested parties, including the League of Cities and Towns and MACO. It passed
the Senate 50 to 0.
SB 372, introduced by Sen. Bruce Tutvedt, would adopt a phased reduction of the business
equipment tax making them contingent upon state collections of income tax, and provide a 90%
reimbursement to local governments. The City has not taken a position on this Bill.
SB 392, introduced by Sen. Kim Gillan, would increase the class eight business equipment tax
exemption amounts, and would provide reimbursement to local governments for tax year 2012
losses. It was heard in Senate Taxation Committee on March 10th.

I look forward to discussing these and other legislative matters of interest to City Council. Please
contact me if you have any questions or would like information on any particular topic or bill.
Ed Bartlett, City of Billings, Lobbyist, cell: 406-431-6014

