Yellowstone Historic Preservation Board
A Certified Local Government (CLG)
Program representing four governing bodies:
City of Billings
City of Laurel

Yellowstone County
Crow Tribe

MEETING MINUTES
June 17, 2008
Members Present – Kathleen Armstrong, Emelie Eaton, Maisie Sulser, Warren Osik
Members Absent –
Staff Present – Julie Dial and Kaili Payne, Western Heritage Center, Lora Mattox and Dave
Green
Others Present – Brenda Beckett, Community Development Division, Tammy Johnston,
Historic Architectural Consultant to Community Development, Representatives from the
Billings Food Bank and Chas Weldon, Curator of the Yellowstone County Museum
The meeting was called to order at 8:25 a.m. by chair Emelie Eaton. This month’s meeting was
held at the Yellowstone County Museum. The minutes of the April meeting were approved as
submitted by a motion made by Kathleen Armstrong, seconded by Warren Osik. Minutes
approved.
Public Comment – None.
Demolition of the Billings Food Bank Building at 2112 4th Avenue North – The Billings Food
Bank received federal funds to demolish and construct a new building at the present site. Due to
the use of federal funds, a Section 106 review must be completed by the local historic
preservation board. The building was constructed during World War II out of cinder blocks,
there was no metal used in the construction. Over time the building has become structurally
unsound. Emelie Eaton motion to approve the demolition request, Kathleen Armstrong
seconded. Approved.
2008 Roundtable Review – Although attendance was down this year at the Roundtable, the
conversations were good and the overall event went well. It was determined that by changing
the date from March to May that many field personnel (archaeologists, biologist, etc) were
unable to attend. It was discussed and decided the annual Roundtable will be scheduled for
March yearly. Emelie asked about thank you notes to sponsors, Julie will check with Kevin.
Kathleen also stated that this year the board forgot to do the phone tree to remind invitees.
Committee Reports –
Historic Preservation Month Committee – See Consultant’s Report
Publicity Committee – Lora and Kevin sent out numerous press releases to announce the
Roundtable. There were notices in the Billings Gazette and on the radio.
Building Permit Review Committee – None submitted

Consultant Report – See below

Historic Preservation Officer Report
 Lora informed the board that at this time she will be remaining as the Historic
Preservation Officer.
 Lora passed around the National Register Nomination application for the L & L and
Oliver Buildings. She will email the information and if the board has any comments, she
will send those to SHPO.
Board Roundtable
 Maisie informed the board that she is now listed on the SHPO list serve to receive any
information on Preserve America funding or any other grant funds to assist the Minnesota
Avenue group to development a National Register Nomination for the district.
 Emelie raised concerns about Lora possibly discontinuing the HPO position and
encourages more discussions on the CLG administration, inner working on activities.
She also would like a review of the work plan next month to see where the board is at on
this year’s priorities.
 Julie encouraged the board to have next month’s meeting at the Western Heritage Center.
Lora will send out an email to see the availability of board members for the month of
July.
Meeting adjourned. 9:05

